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Gardens of Hokkaido
KNUT VAAGE: Gardens of Hokkaido – for piano and orchestra ·
Cyclops – for orchestra · Chaconne – for flute, harp and orchestra

Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra · Gro Sandvik, flute · Turid
Kniejski, harp · Einar Røttingen, piano · Ingar Bergby, conductor ·
Eivind Aadland, conductor · Ole Kristian Ruud, conductor

Knut Vaage is one of the contemporary composers who’s music reach out through a wide variety of channels. Projects
for young, choir music, chamber music, operas and now: a portrait CD with the Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra.
This release places Vaage among the foremost composers for orchestra in Norway today. Both massive and transparent at the
same time – huge soundscapes, rhythmical drive and poetic solo passages: Indeed a virtuosic use of the orchestral palette.

The Gardens of Hokkaido
This concerto for piano and orchestra was written for the pianist Einar Røttingen and the BPO. The idea for the piece came
during a train voyage to the island of Hokkaido in Japan. And listening to this music might very well be experienced as a journey
at high speed through a landscape. We have the excitement of being dangerously near – almost too close for comfort – to
something which is in continuous change and yet still the same.

Cyclops and Chaconne
The Cyclops, a one-eyed giant, is known from Greek mythology. Vaage’s orchestral work utilize the mythical world as a
structural idea; allowing the listener to take part in the tug of war between chaos and concentration. Cyclops was
commissioned by the conductor Eivind Aadland. Chaconne is of course a traditional compositional pattern where a chord
progression is repeated, forming the basis for variation. In Vaages Chaconne each section is given a specific character, and the
different sections engage in a dialogue – constituting both the moulding element and the musical dramatic structure for the
piece. Chaconne was commissioned by the BPO and the soloists Turid Kniejski and Gro Sandvik.

Knut Vaage
Vaage (1961) lives and work in Bergen, Norway, where he makes his living as a composer. He works within different musical
genres, exploring the regions where improvised and composed music overlap. Vaage’s music is regularly performed by
orchestras, choirs and chamber ensembles both at home and abroad. At the moment he is working on a new full-scale opera
for the Norwegian Opera.
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"- «Hokkaidos hagar» er en rik orkestersats strukturert med enkle, effektive kontraster i dynamikk og rytmikk. [5

Peter Larsen / Bergens Tidende]"

"- […] herleg respektlaust mot forventingar om tradisjonelle solokonsertformer [5 Astrid Kvalbein / Aftenposten]"

 

"- Heldekkende orkesterklang. [5 Ståle Wikshåland / Dagbladet]"

 

"- Det er briljant gjort og briljant spilt [Erling Sandmo / Morgenbladet]"
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"– orkesterteksturene virvler som var de i et manisk kaleidoskop; det trekkes inn et bredt spekter av stilistiske

referanser, fra Bernstein til jazz til minimalisme, Rautaavara og Messiaen. [5 Martin Anderson / Klassisk

Musikkmagasin]"
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