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Phosphorescence
DANS LES ARBRES : Sciure  · Fluorescent  · Luminescent  ·
Phosphorescent

Xavier Charles: clarinet · Ivar Grydeland: electric guitars and real
time sampling · Christian Wallumrød: amplified prepared piano
and synthesizer · Ingar Zach: gran cassa and percussion

What is most apparent in ‘Phospherescence' is how masterful the four
members of the collective have now become, and how intensely
focused in their work, secure in the group’s identity as a kind of
modest ’supergroup’ making absolutely contemporary music that’s
totally unlike that of anyone else.

At what point does sound become music, and music sound? The practice of the renowned European improvising
quartet Dans les arbres - three Norwegians and a Frenchman - explores the ambiguous edgelands between these
binary extremes. By blurring the border separating one from the other, they find music in sound, and vice versa,
through spontaneous compositions of striking beauty and tactility. In performance, they move with great precision
through different combinations of players and instruments, as if navigating an uncertain course towards some
mysterious destination, while their wide variety of customized noises can suggest the heroic late modernism of John
Cage as well as the bleep, burr and hum of the technological present.
The band's name and its English variant of 'in the trees' inevitably carries a number of associations, although this is music in
and of itself, not an illustration of anything exterior to the sounds it contains. But to run with the idea for a moment, it’s
possible to read into the name the high vantage point of a topographical view, as with land art in the 1960s or an eighteenth
century landscape imbued with ideas of the sublime. More literally, there's the sense of wind whistling through a canopy of
leaves and branches, like nature’s own aeolian harp.

Dans les arbres
As a performing and recording unit, Dans les arbres has considerable hinterland, going back to the duo of Ivar Grydeland and
Ingar Zach at the turn of the millennium, when they also founded the label Sofa. After expanding to a quartet with the addition
of Christian Wallumrød and Xavier Charles in 2004, the group made two highly acclaimed ECM albums: the self-titled debut,
Dans les arbres, which was released in 2008 but recorded two years earlier, and the follow-up, Canopee, from 2012, which
received a nomination for the annual music prize awarded by the Nordic Council. Over the same period they have played over
120 concerts across four continents. In addition, all four members pursue a variety of individual and group projects: Ivar and
Ingar play together in Huntsville; Ivar has made two solo albums for Hubro, which is also home to Huntsville and Ingar’s duo,
Labfield. Christian has a parallel career with his own Christian Wallumrød Ensemble as well as various other projects, while
Xavier Charles’s discography is crowded with all sorts of recordings, as soloist, leader and sideman.

Phosphorescence
Now comes the third album, ‘Phosphorescence’, which moves away from its predecessors' aesthetic context of contemporary
improvised chamber music performed on acoustic instruments towards a more mixed economy of means, with some
electronic processing, amplification (of the prepared piano and guitar) and real-time sampling added to the repertoire of
sounds familiar from the first two recordings. Recorded at Isitart, “the studio in a forest” in rural Sweden south of Oslo, it’s
tempting to see ‘Phosphorescence’ as in some way a more relaxed, even bucolic production, but this may not be the case at all.
Indeed, the four compositions/improvisations that comprise ‘Phosphorescence' are as nervous and unsettling as they are
consolingly ‘ambient’, although the pieces work well listened to inattentively, like edgy ‘furniture music’. The clarity of the mix
(by Johnny Skalleberg) and mastering (by Helge Sten, AKA Deathprod) is especially important, helping to create an almost
three-dimensional depth and transparency to the sound, and emphasising the tension between the acoustic and electronic
elements.

But what is most apparent in ‘Phospherescence' is how masterful the four members of the collective have now become, and
how intensely focused in their work, secure in the group’s identity as a kind of modest ’supergroup’ making absolutely
contemporary music that’s totally unlike that of anyone else. Even the range of sounds they choose to inhabit has taken on a
satisfying sense of familiarity: Dans les arbres make Dans les arbres music out of Dans les arbres sounds. It is, all in all, a
considerable achievement.
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16th February: 	L’Église Saint Maximim/Fragment – Metz, France.
17th February: 	Les temps du corps – Paris, France.
18th February: 	Muma – Le Havre, France
19th February: 	Penn Ar Jazz – Brest, France.
28th March: 		Blow Out/MIR – Oslo, Norway.
30th March: 		Playdate/Landmark – Bergen, Norway.
31st March: 		TBA – Antwerpen, Belgium  (dobbel bill m/Ruben Machtelinckx)    
2nd  April: 		Museum Dhondt Dhaenens – Deurle, Belgium  (dobbel bill m/Ruben 			Machtelinckx)    
3rd April: 		De Ruimte – Amsterdam, Holland.
8th April: 		Non-Figurativ Musikk – Tønsberg, Norway.
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